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Defunct industrial units’ land to be used for residential
purposes
Amit Srivastava @amit.srivastava

Belapur: The land of defunct industrial units will soon be used for residential as well as commercial
purposes in Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation’s (NMMC) jurisdiction as the general body passed a
proposal on Saturday.

NMMC has also sought permission from the urban development department to grant permission to
allow such lands for residential as well as commercial purposes.

There are around 40 to 50 industrial units NMMC’s jurisdiction, which were operational years back.
But today they have been closed down as the products that were manufactured are not in demand
anymore. However, the land where such industrial units exist are lying unused.

Despite remaining unoperational, industrialists have to pay tax, while the land has been allegedly
encroached.

Nationalist Congress Party corporator, Vaibhav Gaikwad, who tabled the proposal, said, “There are a
few industrial units which were operational even before MIDC and Cidco came in existence. And both
these agencies, including NMMC, don’t have control on that land. So, they cannot allow such lands to
be used for any other purposes,” he said.

He added that corporations such as Mumbai, Thane, Kalyan-Dombivli, among others have control in
their development corporation rules for such lands. But, NMMC doesn’t have such powers.

“The proposal, if cleared by UDD, would mean that such unused plots can be used for residential as
well as commercial purposes in future,” said Gaikwad. NMMC will plan and develop areas where such
lands are available. “It will develop 5% of the total land if total size is 20,000 sq feet, while it will get
20% of the land if the size is 50,000 sq feet,” he said. The land will be developed for public utility.
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