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Vashi youths sweep streets on weekends
Mission cleanliness | A group of 40 has taken up the mammoth task of
ensuring a garbage-free city

Ankita G Menon @ankitagmenon

Vashi: While Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Swachh Bharat Abhiyan is
gaining a lot of popularity amongst Navi Mumbaikars, there is a group
of 40 youngsters who has come together to keep the satellite city clean.

They started cleaning their  vicinity even before the Centre made an
announcement in this regard. Now, they have moved on to clean other
parts of Navi Mumbai as well.

These  youngsters  are  part  of  a  Ganpati  mandal  located  in  sectors  3,  4  and  5  of  Vashi.  The
24-year-old mandal turned for help to these youngsters last year, after learning that they wanted to
ensure that their vicinity was clean. So, together they have been taking efforts to spread awareness.

“We first started off by cleaning our area on a weekly basis. Then during the 10-day Ganeshotsav, we
spread the message of maintaining cleanliness in the surroundings. Gradually, we started noticing
change and when we used to see someone littering around, we would stop them and educated them
about maintaining cleanliness. Also, if any of us would spot garbage, we would ourselves clean it,”
says Shyam Yande, one of the group members.

Their ward also received an award from the civic corporation for being a clean ward due to the efforts
of these youngsters. “Our initial motive was to keep our surroundings clean and we were happy after
being acknowledged for our work. But, recently when PM Modi initiated the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
we decided to take this mission outside our ward as well. Our group tried to maintain cleanliness at
Mini Seashore by conducting a clean-up drive,” says Saurabh Jadhav, one of the group members.

The group not only cleared the garbage in the area, but also ensured that it is dumped at a dedicated
spot. If they do not receive help from civic officials in this regard, they call for their own dumper, but
ensure that the area is garbage-free.

The group members are between the age group of 20 and 30. Some are students while some are
working professionals. While moving around the satellite for their personal work, these youngsters
always keep an eye open for places that are extremely dirty.

Every weekend they meet and finalise the next spot that has to be cleaned. “On November 16, we will
be conducting a drive at Juhugaon. We plan to visit various places in the satellite city and if we spot
nodes facing the problem of garbage all around, we take up the task to clean it,” says Rhea Sumitra,
a Vashi resident and member of the group

“As most of us are busy on other days, we meet up on weekend mornings. Our plan is to gradually
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cover the whole of Navi Mumbai and ensure that this city is free of filth. This will ensure that all of us
remain healthy,” she adds.

“Our work does not end with the weekly cleanliness drives. We also ensure that residents do not litter.
So, we have all decided that when we are travelling and if we notice anyone littering or spitting, we
will stop them from doing so. We will be very polite while approaching them and also see that they
drive home the message of a clean city,” says A Mascarenhas, another member of the group.
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